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(a) NAVAIRREWORKFAC NORIS 282356Z April 1967
(b) NAVAIRREWORKFAC Alameda 191918Z April 1967
(c) NAVAIRREWORKFAC Alameda 2701022 April 1967
(d) NAVAIRREWORKFAC NORIS 220118Z April 1967
(e) NAVAIRREWORKFAC Norfolk 042204Z May 1967

INTRODUCTION

a. The Accident. A-3B, BUNO 138917, assigned to HEAVY ATTACK SOUADRON
ONE TWO THREE (VAH-123) and piloted by LCDR Richard Earl PARKS, USN,

crashed (ALFA) on a snow covered mountain at the 7000-foot level, at
1432(U), 5 April 1967, eight miles southeast of Alturas, California. The
four occupants of the aircraft sustained fatal injuries in the crash. The
crash site was in a U. S. Forest Preserve, and property damage was limited to
broken trees.

b. Synopsis of Flight. The aircraft was enroute from NAS Miramar to
NAS Whidbey Island on an instrument flight plan at Flight Level (FL) 180.
Flight Level 220 had been requested, but was not available. The weather in
the area was cumulus buildups with tops at FL 200. The assigned altitude,
therefore, placed the aircraft in the clouds for at least some of the time.
Moderate to occasionally severe turbulence was reported in the buildups. The
aircraft was directed to change frequencies for hand-off from Oakland Center
to Seattle Center, but no contact was made with Seattle Center. Radar contact
was lost in the vicinity of Alturas, California, and search was initiated.
The crash site was located by Forest Rangers.

2. INVESTIGATION AND ANALYSIS

a. Histosx

(1) Pilot. LCDR PARKS had 2821 total flight hours. He was a
student replacement pilot in VAH-123 and had 25 hours in the A-3. The flight
had been scheduled as an instrument check & a part of the syllabus training.
He had 3.6 hours of instrument flight in the A-3 prior to departure from NAS
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idbey Island the previous day. His previous experience was primarily in
A-1H aircraft. His jet experience consisted of 72 hours. He held a special
instrument rating and was considered well qualified for this flight.

(2) Instructor Pilot. LCDR Donald Edwin KING, USN,
had %209 total flight hours of which 1786 hours were in jet aircraft and 833
hours in the A-3.

(3) Plane Captain. Carl Virgil MILLER, ADJ3, USN, was a
well qualified crewman with about 1100 huurs in the A-3. He was probably in
the fourth seat as it is the procedure for the plane captain to secure the
hatch prior to taxiing.

(4) Passenger. LCDR James Merritt READER, USN, was
a passenger enroute to NAS Whidbey Island for duty. His log books were aboard
the aircraft and were not recovered. He was probably in the third crew posi-
tion.

(5) Aircraft. BUNO 138917 was accepted on 28 December 1956 and
had accumulated 3749 total hours. The sixth PAR was completed in October
1966 and 440 hours were subsequently flown. A calendar ODD inspection was
completed on 19 January 1967 and 246 hours were since flown.

(6) Engines

(a) JS7-P-10, serial number P607625, had accumulated 2435
hours since acceptance. The fourth overhaul was completed on 9 July 1966 at
NAS North Island and the engine had since operated 440 hours. A calendar ODD
inspection was completed on 19 January 1967 and the engine had since operated
246 hours. J57 Engine Bulletin 535-Al was reported by reference (a) to have
been incorporated in February 1964 and verified during the last overhaul.

This engine was installed on the port side.

(b) J57-P-10, serial number 632289, had accumulated 2076 hours
since acceptance. The third overhaul was completed on 11 July 1966 at NAS
North Island and the engine had since operated 440 hours. A calendar CDD
inspection was completed on 19 January 1967 and the engine had since operated
246 hours. J57 Engine Bulletin 535-Al1 was reported by reference (a) to have
been incorporated in September 1965 and verified during/the last overhaul.

The engine was installed on the starboard side.

(7) Weather. The nearest weather reporting station was Klamath
Falls, Oregon. At 1400 (U) the reported weather was 3000-foot ceiling with
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